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§410.132 Medical nutrition therapy.

(a) Conditions for coverage of MNT
services. Medicare Part B pays for MNT
services provided by a registered dieti-
tian or nutrition professional as de-
fined in §410.134 when the beneficiary is
referred for the service by the treating
physician. Except as provided at
§410.78, services covered consist of face-
to-face nutritional assessments and
interventions in accordance with na-
tionally-accepted dietary or nutri-
tional protocols.

(b) Limitations on coverage of MNT
services. (1) MNT services based on a di-
agnosis of renal disease as described in
this subpart are not covered for bene-
ficiaries receiving maintenance dialy-
sis for which payment is made under
section 1881 of the Act.

(2) A beneficiary may only receive
the maximum number of hours covered
under the DSMT benefit for both
DSMT and MNT during the initial
DSMT training period unless addi-
tional hours are determined to be
medically necessary under the national
coverage determination process.

(3) In years when the beneficiary is
eligible for MNT and follow-up DSMT,
the beneficiary may only receive the
maximum number of hours covered
under MNT unless additional hours are
determined to be medically necessary
under the national coverage determina-
tion process.

(4) If a beneficiary has both diabetes
and renal disease, the beneficiary may
only receive the maximum number of
hours covered under the renal MNT
benefit in one episode of care unless he
or she is receiving initial DSMT serv-
ices, in which case the beneficiary
would receive whichever is greater.

(5) An exception to the maximum
number of hours in (b)(2), (3), and (4) of
this section may be made when the
treating physician determines that
there is a change of diagnosis, medical
condition, or treatment regimen re-
lated to diabetes or renal disease that
requires a change in MNT during an
episode of care.

(c) Referrals. Referral may only be
made by the treating physician when
the beneficiary has been diagnosed
with diabetes or renal disease as de-
fined in this subpart with documenta-
tion maintained by the referring physi-

§410.134

cian in the Dbeneficiary’s medical
record. Referrals must be made for
each episode of care and any additional
assessments or interventions required
by a change of diagnosis, medical con-
dition, or treatment regimen during an
episode of care.

[66 FR 55331, Nov. 1, 2001, as amended at 72
FR 66400, Nov. 27, 2007]

§410.134 Provider qualifications.

For Medicare Part B coverage of
MNT, only a registered dietitian or nu-
trition professional may provide the
services. ‘‘Registered dietitian or nu-
trition professional’’” means an indi-
vidual who, on or after December 22,
2000:

(a) Holds a bachelor’s or higher de-
gree granted by a regionally accredited
college or university in the United
States (or an equivalent foreign de-
gree) with completion of the academic
requirements of a program in nutrition
or dietetics accredited by an appro-
priate national accreditation organiza-
tion recognized for this purpose.

(b) Has completed at least 900 hours
of supervised dietetics practice under
the supervision of a registered dietitian
or nutrition professional.

(c) Is licensed or certified as a dieti-
tian or nutrition professional by the
State in which the services are per-
formed. In a State that does not pro-
vide for licensure or certification, the
individual will be deemed to have met
this requirement if he or she is recog-
nized as a ‘‘registered dietitian’ by the
Commission on Dietetic Registration
or its successor organization, or meets
the requirements of paragraphs (a) and
(b) of this section.

(d) Exceptions. (i) A dietitian or nutri-
tionist licensed or certified in a State
as of December 21, 2000 is not required
to meet the requirements of (a) and (b)
of this section.

(ii) A ‘“‘registered dietitian’ in good
standing, as recognized by the Commis-
sion of Dietetic Registration or its suc-
cessor organization, is deemed to have
met the requirements of (a) and (b) of
this section.

[66 55331, Nov. 1, 2001; 67 FR 20684, Apr. 26,
2002]
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